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Press Release
Vermont dotNet Developer’s User Group Celebrates First Anniversary
Burlington, VT: The Vermont dot Net User Group (VTdotNET) is pleased to announce its One Year Anniversary. Since it’s first meeting in February 2002, VTdotNet has grown to be an important part of the software development community in Vermont as well as a recognized leader among .Net programming user groups around the world. 
.NET is Microsoft’s latest platform that encompasses all of the programming and services provided with Microsoft tools. Microsoft rebuilt all of their development tools from the ground up. In 2000 Microsoft began to prepare developers for the shift of all of their services to .NET. The .NET platform was available in 2000 and the major development tools, Visual Studio .NET was officially released in fall of 2001. Developers all over the world have been struggling to shift their knowledge to .NET. It is a huge and daunting change for many developers and VTdotNet was formed to enable the local community of programmers to come together and share their new knowledge and learn together.

Each monthly meeting has featured a presentation by a different speaker, all  well-versed in topics on .NET. Nearly every meeting has featured a nationally known speaker and VTdotNet has also been very fortunate to find many incredible talents among members who have presented to the group as well.

VTdotNet has a website that has become an incredible resource not only to members, but to developers throughout the .NET community. In addition to announcing upcoming meeting information, www.vtdotnet.org has all kinds of useful information and resources for members and visitors. There are book reviews by members, many links, articles written by members, news about the .NET industry.  The content of the website is constantly updated as information about .NET becomes available through articles and many other on-line and printed resources. Soon there will be software reviews by members as well as a forum for people to share ideas and help solve problems.
According to Julia Lerman, founder and current leader of VTdotNet, “this user group has become an incredible resource for the programming community. To me the most important thing is that programmers from many different companies as well as independent contractors, have come together and formed friendships and partnerships in there quest to learn. This is not about competing with each other. Instead everyone is helping each other learn and truly excited to share their knowledge with other people in the user group.” In addition, VTdotNet has joined forces on occasion with the .NET user groups in New Hampshire, Boston and even Montreal. “There is an incredible exchange of knowledge and excitement about expanding the community beyond our physical location,” Lerman says.
Here is a great example of this from member David Burke: “My anecdote about how VTdotNET has benefitted me is that I encountered a local firefighter who had just won a grant to create a Pocket PC-enabled application to monitor the installation of smoke alarms throughout Vermont.  I believed in the project and its benefit for Vermont but was unable to do it.  Through my association with fellow developers in VTdotNET, I was able to refer the gentleman to a colleague who was able to move the project forward.”

VTdotNET currently has 48 members. Meeting attendance ranges from 15 – 40 people. Meetings are free and open to the public. Occasionally a company will even pay for pizza and sodas to be provided at the meeting as well.

The group is a charter member of the International .NET Association (www.ineta.org) which now has over 220 member User Groups around the world and is heavily funded by, though not a program of, Microsoft.  Ms. Lerman is very actively involved in INETA which helps other .NET User Groups get organized, sends internationally known speakers to present at meetings and provides many resources that are sometimes difficult to access. A member of INETA’s User Group Relations Committee and the editor of their monthly newsletter, Ms. Lerman was also honored as INETA’s Volunteer of the Year for 2002. This has helped to bring a lot of recognition to VTdotNet which is now  very well known in the .NET Community as well as among Microsoft staffers.
Through INETA, VTdotNET has been able to have speakers, who are actually famous in the programming community, come from as far as Redmond, Washington to present at meetings. Says Daniel Hall of Goodrich Corporation of the October 2001 speaker, Chris Kinsman: “Before VTdotNET was hooked up with INETA, we would be paying thousands to attend a show with Chris in it.”
 Many members of VTdotNet have become as passionate about the misson of the user group as the founder. Here is what some have to say about the organization in recognition of VTdotNET’s first year:
The depth and breadth of knowledge, commitment, and passion that exudes from this assembly of developers is amazing.  I've never seen or belonged to a group quite like this before.  The guest speakers are impressive and with real work backgrounds!   It's not always easy to attend regularly, but I do so if only to be surrounded by colleagues that get it with regards to how "cool" developing is and always will be - especially with newest and coolest of tools! 

-- Laurie Sabens, Application Systems Manager, Vermont Developmental and Mental Health Services
This is my chance to publicly thank Julie Lerman for bringing, not only our local software experts, but experts from around the country to Vermont.  I was recently the lead on a project with The Boeing Company, which won InfoWorld's prestigious Top 100 award.  It ranked #1 among manufacturing businesses and 16th overall for 2002.  I attribute this success to being part of VTdotNet.  Thank you Julie, and thank you to the valued members of our group who've shared their thoughts and ideas."

 

-- Daniel B. Hall, E-Commerce Web Developer, Goodrich Corporation, Vergennes, VT 

Considering how few resources are available to many businesses outside of the major metro areas (and especially to a mid-Vermont like ours), the interaction and quality of support between users is very active and professional.  Business budget restrictions are limiting the ability to gain experience and training with what is still a relatively new development environment so the monthly topics and resources at www.vtdotnet.org has amazed me and offered me a communications channel that I didn't think I'd have available.
 

-- Jon Limmer, Information Technology Manager, Bulmers America Inc., Middlebury, VT
The users group has been a great resource for me!  As an independent software developer, it's wonderful to have a group of friendly knowledgable people with whom you can share interests, achievements, and challenges.  The monthly meetings provide speakers who are experts in the field and cover a wide range of topics.
-- Laura Blood, Software Developer, Blue Note Computing, Charlotte, VT
 

VT.NET User Group is the best and only source I have found in Vermont to learn .NET.  The members have been really great about answering the many questions I have had, either at meetings or through the email lists.  The amount of knowledge contained in the user group members heads is unbelievable. 


-- Joe Crawford, Independent Web Developer, Northeast Kingdom, VT

 

I am the lead developer for an engineering firm in Pittsburgh, working as a teleworker from my South Burlington home.  When the company would have need of additional developer support, VTdotNET would be the first place I would look, as there are highly skilled Microsoft Certified developers in the group.
 

-- David Burke, So. Burlington
Other local companies represented in VTdotNet are Burton Snowboards, IDX, Competitive Computing, Max’IT, Conix, SymQuest and many many others.
Many thanks to Champlain College, Burton Snowboards and Competitive Computing for frequently providing meeting space to VTdotNet. In fact, VTdotNet has so many to thank that there is an Angels page on the www.vtdotnet.org website.
The anniversary meeting will be held on February 10 at the offices of Vermont’s Department of Health in South Burlington. Julia Lerman, VTdotNet user group leader will do a presenation on using webservices to provide data to windows and web applications.
Other upcoming meetings will feature Stephen Forte who is a Microsoft MSDN Regional Director for NY/NJ in January, Lerman in February, author and speaker Chris Kinsman from Redmond, WA in March and another industry guru, Ken Getz, from California in April. 
VTDotNet meets on the second Monday of every month. The location of the meeting changes each month.

Please visit www.vtdotnet.org for more information.
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